Dear Representative Herod, Representative Benavidez, and Senator Jaquez Lewis:

First of all, we wish to thank you and your colleagues in the Colorado Legislature for reinstating
Colorado Creative Industries’ (our state arts agency) and Colorado Film Office’s budgets, which
were substantially cut back in May 2020. We also appreciate your recent efforts to pass SB20B-
001 relief funding which included $7.5 million for artists, crew members, and creative
organizations statewide.

Artists, cultural and creative workers, however, continue to struggle in Colorado as a result of the
pandemic. For over a year, many have been out of work with performance venues shuttered,
music festivals cancelled, exhibitions postponed and cultural institutions closed. Job and revenue
losses to the creative economy have been staggering, and perhaps no other industry sector has
been more deeply impacted than the arts — including hospitality, restaurants and transportation.
The arts were the first to close and will be the last to reopen.

And yet, the arts give us so much; they give us hope and uplift our communities in times of
trouble. The arts inspire innovation and creative solutions to social and economic challenges, they
drive tourism and community vitality, as well as support our mental health and help build healthier
and more vibrant and equitable communities. Not to mention the broader economic impact and
ripple effect the arts have on other industry sectors, such as restaurants, transportation, retail, etc.
— when the arts thrive in Colorado, so do other businesses that rely on their audiences.

According to a study by Colorado State University and Colorado Creative Industries, it is projected
that Colorado’s creative industries lost an estimated 59,588 jobs and $2.6 billion in sales
revenue between April and July 2020 due to the COVID-19 crisis. This four-month period of
estimated losses contracted the region’s creative economy by 31% in terms of employment
and 8% in annual sales revenue. The losses are substantially greater as creative businesses
and cultural organizations remain shuttered. Thus, funding arts and culture in Colorado is more
critical than ever if our creative sector is to survive!

Through the SB20B-001 funding, the Colorado Arts Relief Fund, 599 individuals in 41 counties
were awarded a total of $1.365 million; and 123 arts, culture, and entertainment organizations in
33 counties across the state received general operating support grants totaling $5,985,500.

Although this lifeline was extremely helpful, it only scratched the surface of the deep need.
Colorado Creative Industries (CCl) received close to 2,000 applications but was only able to
fund about 50% of individual and 25% of businesses/organizations requests for arts relief
funding. Thus, we ask that you consider providing additional relief funding in the amount
of $5 million for the arts sector, as outlined in Governor Polis’ Colorado Recovery Plan,
to get us closer to meeting the full need.

Again, we appreciate these initial relief funds, but the need remains great and ongoing, and
there is more stimulus needed for our state’s artists, cultural workers and creative businesses.
Please consider allocating additional funding through the state stimulus funds for the arts to help
rebuild our essential creative economy in Colorado.
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